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PDF Add#

Add text, images, forms, other PDFs, fill forms, links to external sites and external PDF files. You can update or modify PDF and scanned PDF files.

Create new PDF forms with fillable edit boxes, checkboxes and other fillable fields.

Quickly create configs for PDF.co API, Zapier, Make with PDF.co PDF Edit Add Helper.


Note

To add a signature to a PDF you should save your signature as an image file and then use this API to add the image where you need to place it.




Available Methods#

	 /pdf/edit/add






 /pdf/edit/add#

	Method: POST

	Endpoint: /v1/pdf/edit/add




Attributes#


Note

Attributes are case-sensitive and should be inside JSON for POST request, for example:

{
    "url": "https://example.com/file1.pdf"
}







	Attribute
	Description
	Required

	url
	URL to the source file. 1
	yes

	httpusername
	HTTP auth user name if required to access source url.
	no

	httppassword
	HTTP auth password if required to access source url.
	no

	password
	Password of PDF file, the input must be in string format.
	no

	name
	File name for the generated output, the input must be in string format.
	no

	expiration
	Set the expiration time for the output link in minutes (default is 60 i.e 60 minutes or 1 hour), After this specified duration, any generated output file(s) will be automatically deleted from PDF.co Temporary Files Storage. The maximum duration for link expiration varies based on your current subscription plan. To store permanent input files (e.g. re-usable images, pdf templates, documents) consider using PDF.co Built-In Files Storage.
	no

	inline
	Set to true to return results inside the response. Otherwise, the endpoint will return a link to the output file generated. Note: only applies if async mode is true.
	no

	async
	Set async to true for long processes to run in the background, API will then return a jobId which you can use with the Background Job Check endpoint to check the status of the process and retrieve the output while you can proceed with other tasks.
	no

	profiles
	Use this parameter to set additional configurations for fine-tuning and extra options. Explore the Profiles section for more. Tip: to turn all fillable fields into read-only fields, set: { 'FlattenDocument()': [] }.
	no

	annotations[]
	Array of text objects to be added on top of a PDF. Text objects can be read-only ("type": "text" by default) or interactive as input fields ("type": "textField") or checkboxes ("type": "checkbox").
	no

	images[]
	Array of objects with information about images and PDF embeds to add (also can be a link to Files storage or datauri link) to be added on top of source PDF file. Images can be loaded from URLs or from PDF.co Built-In Files Storage.
	no

	fields[]
	Array of objects with information about fields to add information to.
	no

	annotationsString
	This parameter represents one or more text objects to add to a PDF. Each object is made of parameter separated by the ; symbol.
	no

	imagesString
	Adds one or more images or other PDF object on top of the source PDF. Each object is made of parameter separated by the ; symbol.
	no

	fieldsString
	Set values for fillable PDF field objects. Each object is made of parameter separated by the ; symbol.
	no




annotations[]#

	Attribute
	Description
	Required

	text
	String to add, if you need to insert a line break then use \n or {{$$newLine}}. You can also use built-in macros like {{$$PageNumber}} and custom data macros.
	no

	type
	Set object type, available types: text = text object, textfield = text input field, checkbox = checkbox field. Default is text.
	no

	id
	Sets id of the form field if type is not text.
	no

	x
	X coordinate (zero point is in the top left corner). Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure coordinates.
	yes

	y
	Y coordinate (zero point is in the top left corner). Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure pdf coordinates.
	yes

	width
	Width of the text box. Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure pdf coordinates.
	no

	height
	Height of the text box. Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure pdf coordinates.
	no

	alignment
	Sets text alignment within the width of the text box. Valid values: left, center, right. Default is left.
	no

	pages
	Comma-separated indices of pages (or page ranges) that you want to use. The first-page index is always 0. For example, if you have a 7-page document that you want to be split into 3 separate PDFs but a different number of pages it would go like this: 0, 1, 2- or 1, 2, 3-7 which will result in 1 PDF with page one, 1 PDF with page two and one PDF with the rest of the pages. You can also use inverted page numbers adding ! before the number. E.g. !0 means “the last page”, 1-!1 means “from the second to the penultimate page”, and !1- - “last two pages”. Also, you can use a single asterisk (*) character as the range to split the document into separate pages. The input must be in string format.
	no

	color
	Default is #000000 (non-transparent black). Color in RRGGBB or AARRGGBB format where AA is the transparency component. For example, 50% transparent green is #8000FF00.
	no

	link
	Sets link on click for text.
	no

	size
	Set font size. Default is 12.
	no

	transparent
	Set to false to force disable any transparency and draw a white background under the text.
	no

	fontName
	Set font name to use. Default is “Arial”. See availabe fonts.
	no

	fontBold
	Set to true to enable bold font style.
	no

	fontStrikeout
	Set to true to enable strikeout font style.
	no

	fontUnderline
	Set to true to enable underline font style.
	no






images[]#

	Attribute
	Description
	Required

	url
	URL to image or PDF as HTTP link, file token, or datauri:.. URL (with base64 encoded image).
	no

	x
	X coordinate (zero point is in the top left corner). Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure coordinates.
	no

	y
	Y coordinate (zero point is in the top left corner). Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure pdf coordinates.
	no

	width
	Width of the text box. Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure pdf coordinates.
	no

	height
	Height of the text box. Use PDF Edit Add Helper to measure pdf coordinates.
	no

	pages
	Comma-separated indices of pages (or page ranges) that you want to use. The first-page index is always 0. For example, if you have a 7-page document that you want to be split into 3 separate PDFs but a different number of pages it would go like this: 0, 1, 2- or 1, 2, 3-7 which will result in 1 PDF with page one, 1 PDF with page two and one PDF with the rest of the pages. You can also use inverted page numbers adding ! before the number. E.g. !0 means “the last page”, 1-!1 means “from the second to the penultimate page”, and !1- - “last two pages”. Also, you can use a single asterisk (*) character as the range to split the document into separate pages. The input must be in string format.
	no

	link
	Sets link on click for text.
	no

	keepAspectRatio
	Set to false if don’t need to keep the aspect ratio for the image or PDF added. In this case, it will use the width and height parameters provided. True by default.
	no






fields[]#

	Attribute
	Description
	Required

	fieldName
	Name of the form field. To find form fields please use PDF Edit Add Helper.
	yes

	text
	Value to set for this field. If you have a checkbox, set X, true, 1, or another text which is different from false to enable the checkbox. For radio buttons and combo boxes, you need to set the index of the item to select. To find form fields please use PDF Edit Add Helper.
	yes

	pages
	Comma-separated indices of pages (or page ranges) that you want to use. The first-page index is always 0. For example, if you have a 7-page document that you want to be split into 3 separate PDFs but a different number of pages it would go like this: 0, 1, 2- or 1, 2, 3-7 which will result in 1 PDF with page one, 1 PDF with page two and one PDF with the rest of the pages. You can also use inverted page numbers adding ! before the number. E.g. !0 means “the last page”, 1-!1 means “from the second to the penultimate page”, and !1- - “last two pages”. Also, you can use a single asterisk (*) character as the range to split the document into separate pages. The input must be in string format.
	no

	size
	Override the font size of the text inside the given input field.
	no

	fontName
	Name of the font to use to fill out the input field.
	no

	fontBold
	Override font bold style of the text input field.
	no

	fontItalic
	Override font italic style of the text input field.
	no

	fontStrikeout
	Override font strikeout style of the text input field.
	no

	fontUnderline
	Override font underline style of the text input field.
	no






annotationsString#

This parameter represents one or more text objects to add to a PDF. Each text object is made of parameter separated by the ; symbol, use the following format:

x;y;pages;text;fontsize;fontname;fontcolor;link;transparent;width;height;alignment

Example: 20;20;0-;Testing Text;24;Arial;FF0000;www.pdf.co;false;300;200;right.

where 24 is the font size. You can also add styles font size using the following modifiers:

	+bold for bold style

	+italic for italic style

	+underline for underline style

	+strikeout for strikeout style



Example: 20;20;0-;Testing Text;24+bold+italic;Arial.

Example with bold, italic, underline and strikeout styles:

250;20;0-;PDF form filled with PDF.co API;24+bold+italic+underline+strikeout;Arial;FF0000;www.pdf.co;true.

To put multiple objects, Just use the | separator between objects.

Example:

250;20;0-;Text1|250;30;0-;Text2|250;50;0-;Text3




imagesString#

Adds one or more images or other PDFs on top of the source PDF.

Each image or PDF object can be defined with the following format:

x;y;pages;urltoimageOrPdf;linkToOpen;width;height





Example:

20;80;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png;www.pdf.co;200;200





To separate multiple objects, use the | separator.

Example:

100;180;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png|400;180;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png;www.pdf.co;200;200





You can also use base64 datauri embedded image or filetoken:// link to a file from PDF.co Built-In Files Storage.




fieldsString#

Set values for fillable PDF fields (i.e. fill pdf fields in pdf forms). To fill fields in PDF form, use the following format: page;fieldName;value.

Also, the advanced format can be used to override font name, size and style:

0;fieldName;Field Text;12+bold+italic+underline+strikeout;FontName





Example:

0;editbox1;text is here;12+bold;Arial





To fill the checkbox, use true, for example: 0;checkbox1;true.

To separate multiple objects, use the | separator. To get the list of all fillable fields in PDF form please use the  /pdf/info/fields endpoint.






Query parameters#

No query parameters accepted.




 Payload (A)#

{
    "async": false,
        "inline": true,
    "name": "newDocument",
    "url": "https://pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/sample.pdf",
    "annotations": [
        {
            "text": "Sample Text 1",
            "x": 150,
            "y": 100,
            "size": 20,
            "pages": "0-"
        },
        {
            "text": "sample text that is centered (can also set right or left alignment) ",
            "x": "10",
            "y": "10",
            "width": "500",
            "height": "200",
            "size": "7",
            "pages": "0",
            "alignment": "center"
        },
        {
            "text": "Sample Text 2 - Click here to test link\r\n(CLICK ME!)",
            "x": 250,
            "y": 240,
            "size": 24,
            "pages": "0-",
            "color": "CCBBAA",
            "link": "https://bytescout.com/",
            "fontName": "Comic Sans MS",
            "fontItalic": true,
            "fontBold": true,
            "fontStrikeout": false,
            "fontUnderline": true
        },
        {
            "text": "Simple text 3",
            "x": 100,
            "y": 230,
            "size": 12,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "Text"
        },
        {
            "text": "sample text 3 - input text field",
            "x": 100,
            "y": 170,
            "size": 16,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "TextField",
            "id": "textfield1"
        },
        {
            "x": 200,
            "y": 120,
            "size": 16,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "Checkbox",
            "id": "checkbox2"
        },
        {
            "x": 200,
            "y": 140,
            "size": 16,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "CheckboxChecked",
            "id": "checkbox3"
        }
    ],
    "images": [
        {
            "url": "https://pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png",
            "x": 270,
            "y": 150,
            "width": 159,
            "height": 43,
            "pages": "0"
        },
        {
            "url": "data:image/png;base64,",
            "x": 10,
            "y": 230,
            "pages": "0-"
        }
    ]
}








 Response 2 (A)#

{
    "hash": "e3b0c44298fc1c149afbf4c8996fb92427ae41e4649b934ca495991b7852b855",
    "url": "https://pdf-temp-files.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/0c336bfcef1a473d98492bda25d8da03/newDocument.pdf?X-Amz-Expires=3600&x-amz-security-token=FwoGZXIvYXdzEO7%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaDHWK1dY4d4lOgsheliKBATwE%2FZewASPTEnPxTn%2BOdYhP4h3gljAJfqbRvQptDX7wdWLmrBS7Tg4qTU6pAbxIdXChGPjBWpSbtiADJKmqkmyhkUmE8GSM1%2FGtJO6bga2pgzvFLXmzxjTf3%2BFNqwYOvbyApIZdVLoPpEKY6PlCflQtLTd30dhelm6xpB8pitbdhSjdz8KCBjIobVy%2Fjwybwp6OQgB%2FT6QkIo2dU07gtFREdn5jhRyvnS5lkccweBV1%2Bw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIA4NRRSZPHMV5P3JOS/20210316/us-west-2/s3/aws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20210316T124309Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host;x-amz-security-token&X-Amz-Signature=95287bf3c007fed4c2c5aeea1ce75c846cc6c68b22aaf35175ebe41a105f54e1",
    "pageCount": 1,
    "error": false,
    "status": 200,
    "name": "newDocument",
    "remainingCredits": 9913694,
    "credits": 3
}








 Payload (B)#

{
    "async": false,
    "inline": true,
    "name": "f1040-form-filled",
    "url": "pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-form/f1040.pdf",
    "annotationsString": "250;20;0-;PDF form filled with PDF.co API;24+bold+italic+underline+strikeout;Arial;FF0000;www.pdf.co;true",
    "imagesString": "100;180;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png|400;180;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png;www.pdf.co;200;200",
    "fieldsString": "1;topmostSubform[0].Page1[0].f1_02[0];John A. Doe|1;topmostSubform[0].Page1[0].FilingStatus[0].c1_01[1];true|1;topmostSubform[0].Page1[0].YourSocial_ReadOrderControl[0].f1_04[0];123456789"
}








 Response 2 (B)#

{
    "url": "https://pdf-temp-files.s3.amazonaws.com/03c5c55183c74f8d94a4ec952e4e32ad/f1040-form-filled.pdf",
    "pageCount": 3,
    "error": false,
    "status": 200,
    "name": "f1040-form-filled",
    "remainingCredits": 60822
}








CURL#

curl --location --request POST 'https://api.pdf.co/v1/pdf/edit/add' \
--header 'Content-Type: application/json' \
--header 'x-api-key: ' \
--data-raw '{
    "async": false,
        "inline": true,
    "name": "newDocument",
    "url": "https://pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/sample.pdf",
    "annotations": [
        {
            "text": "Sample Text 1",
            "x": 150,
            "y": 100,
            "size": 20,
            "pages": "0-"
        },
        {
            "text": "sample text that is centered (can also set right or left alignment) ",
            "x": "10",
            "y": "10",
            "width": "500",
            "height": "200",
            "size": "7",
            "pages": "0",
            "alignment": "center"
        },
        {
            "text": "Sample Text 2 - Click here to test link\r\n(CLICK ME!)",
            "x": 250,
            "y": 240,
            "size": 24,
            "pages": "0-",
            "color": "CCBBAA",
            "link": "https://bytescout.com/",
            "fontName": "Comic Sans MS",
            "fontItalic": true,
            "fontBold": true,
            "fontStrikeout": false,
            "fontUnderline": true
        },
        {
            "text": "Simple text 3",
            "x": 100,
            "y": 230,
            "size": 12,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "Text"
        },
        {
            "text": "sample text 3 - input text field",
            "x": 100,
            "y": 170,
            "size": 16,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "TextField",
            "id": "textfield1"
        },
        {
            "x": 200,
            "y": 120,
            "size": 16,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "Checkbox",
            "id": "checkbox2"
        },
        {
            "x": 200,
            "y": 140,
            "size": 16,
            "pages": "0-",
            "type": "CheckboxChecked",
            "id": "checkbox3"
        }
    ],
    "images": [
        {
            "url": "https://pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png",
            "x": 270,
            "y": 150,
            "width": 159,
            "height": 43,
            "pages": "0"
        },
{
            "url": "data:image/png;base64,",
            "x": 10,
            "y": 230,
            "pages": "0-"
        }
    ]
}'





curl --location --request POST 'https://api.pdf.co/v1/pdf/edit/add' \
--header 'Content-Type: application/json' \
--header 'x-api-key: ' \
--data-raw '{
    "async": false,
    "inline": true,
    "name": "f1040-form-filled",
    "url": "pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-form/f1040.pdf",
    "annotationsString": "250;20;0-;PDF form filled with PDF.co API;24+bold+italic+underline+strikeout;Arial;FF0000;www.pdf.co;true",
    "imagesString": "100;180;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png|400;180;0-;pdfco-test-files.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/pdf-edit/logo.png;www.pdf.co;200;200",
    "fieldsString": "1;topmostSubform[0].Page1[0].f1_02[0];John A. Doe|1;topmostSubform[0].Page1[0].FilingStatus[0].c1_01[1];true|1;topmostSubform[0].Page1[0].YourSocial_ReadOrderControl[0].f1_04[0];123456789"
}'














Available fonts#


Standard Fonts#

	Arial

	Arial Black

	Bahnschrift

	Calibri

	Cambria

	Cambria Math

	Candara

	Comic Sans MS

	Consolas

	Constantia

	Corbel

	Courier New

	Ebrima

	Franklin Gothic Medium

	Gabriola

	Gadugi

	Georgia

	HoloLens MDL2 Assets

	Impact

	Ink Free

	Javanese Text

	Leelawadee UI

	Lucida Console

	Lucida Sans Unicode

	Malgun Gothic

	Marlett

	Microsoft Himalaya

	Microsoft JhengHei

	Microsoft New Tai Lue

	Microsoft PhagsPa

	Microsoft Sans Serif

	Microsoft Tai Le

	Microsoft YaHei

	Microsoft Yi Baiti

	MingLiU-ExtB

	Mongolian Baiti

	MS Gothic

	MV Boli

	Myanmar Text

	Nirmala UI

	Palatino Linotype

	Segoe MDL2 Assets

	Segoe Print

	Segoe Script

	Segoe UI

	Segoe UI Historic

	Segoe UI Emoji

	Segoe UI Symbol

	SimSun

	Sitka

	Sylfaen

	Symbol

	Tahoma

	Times New Roman

	Trebuchet MS

	Verdana

	Webdings

	Wingdings

	Yu Gothic






Japanese fonts#

	MS Gothic

	MS Mincho

	Yu Gothic






Chinese fonts#

	SimSun

	MingLiU

	Microsoft YaHei






Korean fonts#

	Malgun Gothic






Hebrew fonts#

	Miriam






Arabic fonts#

	Aldhabi

	Andalus

	Arabic Typesetting












Code samples#

	JavaScript samples

	Python samples

	C# samples

	Java samples

	PHP samples

	PowerShell samples

	Salesforce samples

	cURL samples

	Google App Script

	Delphi

	AWS Lambda

	Sharepoint

	VB.NET



Footnotes

	1
	Supports links from Google Drive, Dropbox, and PDF.co Built-In Files Storage. To upload files via the API check out the File Upload section. Note: If you experience intermittent Too Many Requests or Access Denied errors, please try to add cache: to enable built-in URL caching. (e.g cache:https://example.com/file1.pdf) For data security, you have the option to encrypt output files and decrypt input files. Learn more about user-controlled data encryption.


	2(1,2)
	Main response codes as follows:

	Code
	Description

	200
	Success

	400
	Bad request. Typically happens because of bad input parameters, or because the input URLs can’t be reached, possibly due to access restrictions like needing a login or password.

	401
	Unauthorized

	402
	Not enough credits

	445
	Timeout error. To process large documents or files please use asynchronous mode (set the async parameter to true) and then check status using the  /job/check endpoint. If a file contains many pages then specify a page range using the pages parameter. The number of pages of the document can be obtained using the  /pdf/info endpoint.




Note

For more see the complete list of available response codes.
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